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HISTORY
The study of history helps students acquire the historical perspective
which places human events in a chronological sequence, emphasizing
the dimension of time and causality. History students explore a broad
spectrum of ideas, such as nationalism, romanticism, and Marxism,
as well as such themes as national and social histories, progress,
industrialization, the history of women, war, rural life, and death and
dying through the ages. History students develop the ability to analyze,
synthesize, and make informed judgments. Open to history graduates are
careers in law, teaching, county, state and national government, historical
societies, the ministry, business, and others. They might also choose to
become archivists or professional historians.

For 5-12 Social Science Licensure, the student must fulfill the 5-12
professional education requirements; see the Education Department
(https://www.smsu.edu/academics/programs/education/) regarding
these requirements.

History majors shall maintain a major GPA of 2.8 with no grade lower
than "C."

Note: Students must complete a minimum of 120 credits in order to
graduate with a Bachelor's degree.

Programs
Bachelors

• History, BA (http://catalog.smsu.edu/academic-programs-degrees/
history/history-ba/)

Minor
• History, Minor (http://catalog.smsu.edu/academic-programs-

degrees/history/history-minor/)

Faculty
Mike Hofstetter (https://www.smsu.edu/directory/?
d=employee&name=00005134#individualTables)
Jeff Kolnick (https://www.smsu.edu/directory/?
d=employee&name=00000789#individualTables)
Tom Williford (https://www.smsu.edu/directory/?
d=employee&name=00171551#individualTables)

Undergraduate Courses
HIST 210  Contemporary World History  Credits: 3  
This course is a broadly based survey of major developments in
contemporary world history. Major topics will include colonialism
and nation building, war, genocide, free trade, socialism, communism,
capitalism, democracy, dictatorships, national liberation, human rights,
racism, gender, and freedom. Expect units on Asia, Africa, Europe, and the
Americas.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 08- Global Perspective  
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002672/)  

HIST 221  Early America: History of the U.S. from the Colonial Era to the
Civil War  Credits: 3  
A survey of American civilization with emphasis on the political,
economic, and social aspects of our development prior to 1865.
Goal: Goal: 07- Human Diversity 09- Ethical/Civic Resp  
Fall: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001024/)  

HIST 222  Modern America: History of the U.S. from 1865 to the
Present  Credits: 3  
A survey of American civilization with emphasis on the social, economic,
and political history of the United States from 1865 to the present.
Goal: Goal: 07- Human Diversity 09- Ethical/Civic Resp  
Fall: All Years  Spring: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001025/)  

HIST 242  Early Europe  Credits: 3  
Course surveys European civilization from the time of the Greeks and
Romans to the Renaissance.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 08- Global Perspective  
Fall: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00163459/)  

HIST 243  Modern Europe  Credits: 3  
This course surveys European history from the Renaissance to the 20th
century.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 08- Global Perspective  
Spring: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00163703/)  

HIST 286  Special Topics  Credits: 1-4  
A study of more advanced topics in history not normally provided as part
of the curriculum.
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001033/)  

HIST 301  Historiography  Credits: 3  
This course is a basic introduction to the history of history and the
philosophy of history. This course should be taken as soon as possible
after a student declares a history major.
Fall: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001036/)  

HIST 310  Environmental History  Credits: 3  
This course explores processes of environmental change, examining
them in their proper ecological, geographical, and historical contexts.
This course also addresses the multi-faceted relationship between
human beings and their surroundings as well as changing definitions of
environment and nature.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 10- People/Environment  
Spring: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002557/)  
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HIST 311  World in War & Crisis: 1895-1949  Credits: 3  
In the first half of the twentieth century, two world wars and the Great
Depression revealed the negative effects of the Industrial Revolution and
European, U.S., and Japanese imperialism and competition. Through
books, and films from the time period, students in this course will
examine world history, politics, and culture; going beyond the borders and
the conflicts of Europe and the U.S. to investigate Latin America, Africa,
and Asia.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 08- Global Perspective  
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00198237/)  

HIST 312  World in War and Crisis: 1949-Today  Credits: 3  
This course examines the most important global events and trends since
the end of World War Two, including the Cold War and its aftermath, the
independence and economic development of newly independent states
in South Asia and Africa, the independence of Israel and conflicts in the
Middle East, the transformation of China, and the economic, social, and
political challenges faced in Latin America.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 08- Global Perspective  
Spring: Odd Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00198257/)  

HIST 314  Modern Latin America  Credits: 3  
This course covers the history of Latin America since Independence,
with an emphasis on the problems of reform and revolution, the
socioeconomic challenges of globalization, and the cultural ferment of
the region.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 08- Global Perspective  
Spring: Even Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002143/)  

HIST 315  Mexico & Central America  Credits: 3  
This course surveys the history of Mexico and Central America. It will
focus on Amerindian societies before conquest by Spain and other
European powers. It will examine the creation of New Spain, a colonial
world neither Spanish nor Amerindian, but a combination of both. For
modern times, beginning with independence in the early 19th century, the
course will focus upon the successes and failures of modernization in
Mexico and Central America.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001037/)  

HIST 321  U.S.-Latin American Relations  Credits: 3  
This course covers the history of the relations between Latin America
and the United States, addressing the development and execution of
U.S. foreign policy in the region, Latin American cooperation with and
resistance to the U.S. and the socioeconomic challenges of globalization,
and the cultural ferment of the region.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002144/)  

HIST 323  Contemporary Hispanic World to 1955  Credits: 3  
This course will be taught in Spanish; it will serve as both an elective
in Spanish and in History. Through Spanish-language sources and
class discussion, students will examine the history of Spain and
Spanish America since the nineteenth century to 1955. Topics include
socioeconomic development; the experience and effect of revolution, civil
war, political violence, and dictatorship; and Hispanic cultural influence in
the world.
Pre-Requisite : SPAN 205  
Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00179771/)  

HIST 324  Contemporary Hispanic World, 1955-Today  Credits: 3  
This course will be taught in Spanish; it will serve as both an elective in
Spanish and in History. Through Spanish-language sources and class
discussion, students will examine the history of Spain and Spanish
America since 1955. Topics include socioeconomic development; the
experience and effect of the Cuban Revolution, guerrilla insurgencies,
military regimes and dictatorships; drug trafficking, reestablishment of
democracies and cultural influence in the world.
Pre-Requisite : SPAN 205  
Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00181391/)  

HIST 326  Atlantic World to 1830  Credits: 3  
This course explores the encounter of the peoples of the Americas, Africa,
and Europe in the Atlantic World to 1800, with a special emphasis on
conceptualizations of race, religion, and gender.
Fall: Odd Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00198277/)  

HIST 328  History of Cuba  Credits: 3  
This course will examine the history of Cuba, from pre-colonial times
to today, including such topics as the institution of slavery, the sugar
business, the struggle for independence from Spain, economic and
political relations with the US, the Revolution, and the Castro regime.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002252/)  

HIST 331  U.S. Since 1945  Credits: 3  
A broad look at American social, cultural, and political history in a crucial
modern period.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001039/)  
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HIST 349  World War Two  Credits: 3  
This course examines the origins, conduct, and conclusion of World
War Two, the most violent conflict in human history. Topics include
the racist and fascist basis of German and Japanese aggression, the
ideological conflict between fascism and communism (with democracy
in-between), the strategic and tactical military history of the war,
mobilization and industrial organization of the belligerents, German and
Japanese occupation, resistance and collaboration, the Holocaust, life
on the Allied home front, the use of massive air bombing by the Allies,
the development and decision to use the atomic bomb, and the wars
effect beyond the European and Pacific theaters in India, Africa and Latin
America. Students will consider several historical studies on the conflict,
and complete their own research project using primary resources.
Local archives will also be considered, including items in the Southwest
Minnesota History Center, the SMSU Library, and the Fagen Flyers WW2
Museum in Granite Falls.
Goal: Goal: 05- Hist/Soc/Behav Sci 08- Global Perspective  
Fall: Even Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00198238/)  

HIST 350  The Vietnam Wars, 1945-1975  Credits: 3  
This course examines the experience of Vietnamese and American
women and man as they endured the Vietnam War. Critical examination
of the Cold War, Colonialism, and Independence movements, and the
experience of soldiers will be expected. The course makes extensive use
of primary and secondary sources.
Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001723/)  

HIST 351  Origins of Islamic Civilization  Credits: 3  
This course will examine the origins of Islamic civilization and the
beginnings of some of its key traditions. Topics will include pre-Islamic
Arabia, Muhammed as a religious and political leader, Islamic law, sufism
(Islamic mysticism), popular piety in the Islamic world, and Muslim social
organization.
Goal: Goal: 08- Global Perspective  
Fall: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002149/)  

HIST 352  American Revolution and the Early Republic,
1763-1816  Credits: 3  
This course covers the years from 1763-1816, the beginnings of the
American Revolution through the War of 1812. It focuses on the
intellectual, social, economic and political developments that brought
about the American colonies break from Britain, the founding of the
republic, and the launching of the republican experiment.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002142/)  

HIST 354  Growing Up in America  Credits: 3  
This course is a history of children and youth in America from colonial
times to the present. It looks across time at the role of the family, the
school, and the state in relation to children.
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001042/)  

HIST 356  Civil War & Reconstruction  Credits: 3  
This course will study events leading up to the United States Civil War,
the impact of the war itself, and its aftermath. Special attention will
be paid to issues of race, territorial expansion, the law, and economic
development.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001044/)  

HIST 359  African-American History:1500 to the Present  Credits: 3  
This course examines the experience of African American women and
men from slavery days until the present. We will use as an interpretative
framework the concepts of resistance and institution building as a way
of explaining the remarkable changes that have been the experience of
black people in the United States.
Goal: Goal: 07- Human Diversity 09- Ethical/Civic Resp  
Spring: Even Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00167793/)  

HIST 360  American Womens History  Credits: 3  
This course surveys American womens history from the colonial era
through the modern era. The course will focus on the evolution of
womens roles within American society and womens contributions to the
development of American society. The texts used cover the stories of
women from various ethnic, social, and economic backgrounds.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001046/)  

HIST 363  History of Social Welfare in the U.S.  Credits: 3  
This course focuses on the situation of vulnerable people and American
societys response to them from colonial times to the present, considering
both the state and private response to those in need.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001049/)  

HIST 365  Rome: from Republic to Empire  Credits: 3  
This course will examine the transition of the Roman state from a
republic to an imperial monarchy. Topics will include the cultural and
political bases of the Roman Republic, growing instability after the
Punic wars, Roman military strategies, the rise of Julius Caesar, and the
establishment of imperial rule.
Fall: Odd Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00198278/)  

HIST 377  Germany: The Road to Tyranny  Credits: 3  
A history of Germany from 1815 to the present. Major topics will
include the impact of the Napoleonic invasion, German nationalism, the
revolution of 1848, unification, the first and second world wars, the Nazi
movement, and contemporary Germany.
Spring: Even Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00202202/)  

HIST 378  US:1920-1945  Credits: 3  
This course is designed to give the student a concentrated study of a
crucial period in American history, 1920 through World War II. Emphasis
will be placed on the political, economic, and social issues of the time.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001771/)  
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HIST 380  The Examined Life: American History through
Autobiography  Credits: 3  
The Examined Life is a study of the intellectual history of the United
States from colonial times to the twentieth century through the medium
of autobiography.
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001057/)  

HIST 382  History of Russia  Credits: 3  
This course surveys Russian civilization from the Kievan period to the
present.
Fall: Even Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00168795/)  

HIST 384  History of England  Credits: 3  
This course surveys England from Anglo-Saxon times to the present.
Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00168796/)  

HIST 385  War and Peace in the Middle East  Credits: 3  
This course will examine the ongoing crises and conflicts of the Modem
Middle East and the possibility of their resolution. We will start with
background readings about the Middle East in the foundational periods
of Islam and during the Ottoman period. Next we will look at a series
of conflicts in the Middle East over the past century and examine them
from religious, political, and military perspectives, and see how conflict
resolution strategies have been or could be used to resolve these
conflicts.
Goal: Goal: 08- Global Perspective  
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00207559/)  

HIST 395  Minnesota History  Credits: 3  
This course surveys the social, economic, and political development of
Minnesota.
Spring: Even Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002153/)  

HIST 486  Advanced Special Topics in History  Credits: 1-4  
A study of more advanced topics in history not normally provided as part
of the curriculum.
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001061/)  

HIST 487  Senior Seminar  Credits: 3  
In this capstone course, topics are considered through reading,
discussion, and primary research. This course will include a paper based
on primary resources.
Fall: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001062/)  

HIST 494  Individual Study in History  Credits: 1-4  
Prerequisite: consent of instructor. Student must propose topic and offer
a preliminary bibliography.
Fall: All Years  Spring: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001063/)  

HIST 499  History Internship  Credits: 1-6  
This course is designed to provide students with an internship experience
in an organization linked to their career or professional aspirations. This
opportunity allows the student to explore career options and gain general
work experience.
Fall: All Years  Spring: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00182327/)  

Note: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, SMSU reserves the right to correct any clerical errors herein. Also, you can submit feedback.
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