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INDIGENOUS NATIONS AND
DAKOTA STUDIES
Indigenous Nations and Dakota Studies (INDS) promotes knowledge
and awareness of native cultures and peoples in the U.S. through
an examination of the ways in which traditional native cultures have
persisted and adapted over time and how these cultures are expressed
in present-day life and affairs. The program will study native cultures in
general and with a special emphasis on the Dakota and Lakota people
of the region. The interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary nature of
INDS will be illustrated by analytical concepts, methodologies, and
contributions from disciplines such as sociology, history, religious
studies, anthropology, literature, and art. The INDS minor will serve both
native and non-native students by broadening their knowledge of
traditional and modern native history and culture. Besides work in
traditional classes, students in the minor will participate in an immersive
practicum involving area native communities.

Programs
Minor

• Indigenous Nations and Dakota Studies, Minor (http://
catalog.smsu.edu/academic-programs-degrees/indigenous-nations-
dakota-studies/indigenous-nations-dakota-studies-minor/)

Undergraduate Courses
INDS 101  Introduction to Indigenous Nations and Dakota
Studies  Credits: 3  
This course introduces Indigenous Nations and Dakota Studies (INDS)
with an emphasis on its interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary nature.
An orientation to the complex and diverse cultures of the indigenous
peoples of the United States will be provided. The course will examine
common images and assumptions pertaining to the Indians. Analytical
concepts used in approaching American Indian peoples and concerns
will be studied. The course will provide an overview and sampling of
contributions from key fields and disciplines (e.g., history, anthropology,
sociology, education, etc.). Contemporary issues will be introduced,
including decolonization, land allotments, treaty rights, and sacred sites.
Goal: Goal: 07- Human Diversity  
Fall: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00001995/)  

INDS 217  Indigenous Peoples of the Upper Midwest  Credits: 3  
This course studies the history and culture of the Indigenous peoples
of Minnesota. Origin and migration stories will be examined. Their
interactions with each other, Europeans, and other native groups will
be focused on, as well as contemporary issues facing the indigenous
peoples of the Upper Midwest.
Spring: All Years  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00175114/)  

INDS 230  Dakota History & Culture  Credits: 3  
A study of the Dakota people from antiquity to modern times. Primary
attention is given to the Dakota people of Minnesota, especially the
reservations located near Southwest Minnesota State University.
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002048/)  

INDS 286  Special Topics  Credits: 1-4  
Designed to provide lower-division students with an opportunity to
experience a special or experimental curriculum enrichment course.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002049/)  

INDS 310  Indigenous World View  Credits: 3  
This course will introduce spiritual beliefs, values, and world views of
indigenous peoples in the United States. The course will specifically
examine Dakota and Anishinabe peoples of our region. Students will
critically examine the topics of creation and origin, migration stories,
the cycle and circle, time and space, the group and the individual, death
and dying, value systems, and the American Indian Religious Freedom
Act. Students will have the opportunity to examine their own spirituality,
values, and beliefs.
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00168783/)  

INDS 486  Special Topics  Credits: 1-4  
Designed to provide upper-division students with an opportunity to
experience a special or experimental curriculum enrichment course.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002051/)  

INDS 494  Independent Study  Credits: 1-3  
Arranged Independent Study in Indigenous Nations and Dakota Studies
Spring: Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00002429/)  

INDS 499  INDS Practicum  Credits: 2  
A professional practicum for INDS minors to work within an American
indigenous community in a setting related to their minor course of study.
Fall: Department Discretion  Spring: Department Discretion  Summer
Department Discretion  
Course Outline (https://eservices.minnstate.edu/registration/rest/
rcId/0075/curricId/00163704/)  

Note: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, SMSU reserves the right to correct any clerical errors herein. Also, you can submit feedback.
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